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Franken: Ashamed, returning 
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Senator says he plans to be back Monday for arguments on tax bill 


Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota Sen. 
Al Franken said he feels “embar- 
rassed and ashamed” amid allega- 
tions that he groped several women 
but said he looks forward to return- 
ing to work on Monday and gradual- 
ly regaining voters’ trust. 

The Democrat spoke to a handful 
of Minnesota media outlets on Sun- 


day in the first interviews he’s 
granted since being swept into a 
nationwide tide of sexual miscon- 
duct allegations. Four women have 
accused the U.S. senator of sexual 
misconduct 

Three women allege Franken 
grabbed their buttocks while taking 
photos with them during campaign 
events. Franken told the Star Tri- 
bune on Sunday that he doesn’t 


remember the photos, but such 
groping is “not something I would 
intentionally do.” 

Asked whether he expected other 
women to step forward with similar 
allegations, Franken said: “If you 
had asked me two weeks ago, 
‘Would any woman say I had treated 
her with disrespect?’ I would have 
said no. So this has just caught me 
by surprise. ... I certainly hope not.” 
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The first woman 
to come forward 
was Los Angeles 
radio news anchor 
Leeann Tweeden. 
She released a pho- 
to this month show- 
ing the then-come- 
dian grinning while 
reaching out as if to grope her as 
she slept on a military aircraft dur- 
ing a USO tour in 2006. 

Franken told Minnesota Public 
Radio on Sunday the photo was 
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to work 


“inexcusable,” but he declined to 
explain it further. 

“What my intention was doesn’t 
matter. What matters is that I am 
chained to that photo,” Franken 
said. “She ... didn’t have any ability 
to consent. She had every right to 
feel violated by that photo. I have 
apologized to her and I was very 
grateful that she accepted my apolo- 


Tweeden said Franken also forci- 
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istory in the pageantry 


Mikayla Holmgren of Marine on St. Croix wipes away a tear after accepting the Spirit Award from Miss Minnesota Teen 2017 Tori Trittin, left, 
and Miss Minnesota USA 2017 Meridith Gould on Sunday night. Holmgren is the first woman with Down syndrome to compete in the pageant. 


Marine on St. Croix woman becomes first with Down syndrome to vie for Miss Minnesota 
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By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


Mikayla Holmgren made history Sunday 
night at the Ames Center in Burnsville when 
she became the first woman with Down syn- 
drome to compete in the Miss Minnesota 
USA pageant. 

Holmgren, who also is believed to be the 
first woman with Down syndrome to com- 
pete nationwide, was named the recipient of 
the Miss Minnesota USA Spirit Award and 
Director’s Award. 

The 22-year-old from Marine on St. Croix, 
dressed in a royal-blue Jovani gown with a 
train, shrieked with joy as she accepted the 
awards. 


“You make people smile every time you 
talk, cheer, smile and dance,” said Denise 
Wallace Heitkamp, executive state director, 
as she read from Mikayla’s nomination let- 
ter for the Spirit Award. “You exude the spir- 
it of Miss USA by always being true to your- 
self and putting others first. You have 
selflessness, humility and the ability to over- 
come obstacles with a smile on your face 
and excitement in your heart.” 

The audience gave Holmgren standing 
ovations as she accepted the awards. 

‘Tm so excited,” Holmgren said. “I can’t 
believe it!” 

Kalie Wright of Eagle Bend was named 
Miss Minnesota USA 2018; Melissa Paahk of 
Detroit Lakes was runner-up. 


Peyton Schroeder of Rosemount was 
named Miss Teen Minnesota USA. 

The contest is part of the Miss Universe 
Organization. 

Among those cheering were Lana Beaton 
and her 2-year-old daughter Clara, of Grand 
Forks, N.D. Beaton said she read about Hol- 
mgren’s accomplishments and decided to 
bring her daughter, who has Down syn- 
drome, to the historic event. 

“I was overwhelmed,” Beaton said. “I was 
full of so much hope and joy and excitement 
for her and our future.” 

Mary Lynn Loegering, of Stillwater, 
brought her 10-year-old daughter, Emily, 
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FBI knew Russian hackers’ targets but didn't sound alarm 


Only fraction of U.S. marks received any notice, investigation reveals 


By Raphael Satter, Jeff Donn 
and Desmond Butler 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The hackers’ 
targets: The former head of cyber- 
security for the U.S. Air Force. An 
ex-director at the National Securi- 
ty Council. A former head of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency. 

All were caught up in a Russian 
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government-aligned cyberespio- 
nage campaign. None was warned 
by the FBI. 

The bureau repeatedly failed to 
alert targets of the Russian hack- 
ing group known as Fancy Bear 
despite knowing for more than a 
year that their personal emails 
were in the Kremlin’s sights, an 
Associated Press investigation has 
found. 
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“No one’s ever said to me, ‘Hey 
Joe, you’ve been targeted by this 
Russian group,’ ” said former Navy 
intelligence officer Joe Mazzafro, 
whose inbox the hackers tried to 
compromise in 2015. “That our own 
security services have not gone 
out and alerted me, that’s what I 
find the most disconcerting as a 
national security professional.” 

The FBI declined to discuss its 
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investigation into Fancy Bear’s 
spying campaign but did provide a 
statement that said in part: “The 
FBI routinely notifies individuals 
and organizations of potential 
threat information.” 

Three people familiar with the 
matter — including a current and a 
former government official — said 
the FBI has known the details of 
Fancy Bear’s attempts to break 
into Gmail inboxes for more than a 
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Conyers 
gives up 
top post 
in House 


Veteran legislator 
has been accused 
of sexual harassment 


By Hope Yen 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Michigan 
Rep. John Conyers, under investi- 
gation over allegations he sexual- 
ly harassed female staff mem- 
bers, said Sunday he will step 
aside as the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary 
Committee while 
fiercely denying 
he acted inappro- 
priately during 
his long tenure in 
Congress. 

In a statement, 
the 88-year-old 
lawmaker made 
clear he would 
prefer to keep his leadership role 
on the committee, which has wide 
jurisdiction over U.S. law enforce- 
ment, from civil rights and 
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Trump calls 
Moore 
challenger 
a disaster 


By Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — 
President Donald Trump said 
Sunday that electing a Democrat 
as Alabama’s next senator 
“would be a disaster,” making 
clear the success of his legislative 
agenda outweighs widespread 
GOP repulsion at the prospect of 
seating Republican Roy Moore, 
who is dogged by allegations of 
sexual misconduct. 

The allegations, including 
claims that the 70-year-old Moore 
sexually assaulted or molested 
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